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Nordic Skiing at Sun Peaks (2025)

In a past SPMRM Official Community Plan survey, Nordic Skiing was in the respondents’
top five priorities.

Nordic skiing underwent significant growth during the pandemic, and that growth
momentum continues post-pandemic.

Up-front infrastructure investment and ongoing maintenance and staffing costs for
Nordic are relatively low.

Nordic is an increasingly important component of the modern multi-sport resort model
which is necessary to offer in an increasingly competitive market. It attracts family or
friend groups which typically have a diversity of interests and choose a resort
destination based on the variety of available activities. And increasingly, people are
“Nordic-only” skiers and will only visit or purchase property in resorts with a very good
Nordic offering.

Nordic Skiers bring money to a resort: a large proportion of them are in upper
socioeconomic levels. Good Nordic equipment is in the same price range as Alpine, and
many professionals increasingly enjoy the challenge of self-propelled sports.

Nordic generates indirect revenue, firstly by attracting people to the resort who then
spend money on accommodation, food & beverage and shopping, and secondly,
because it is not typically an all-day activity, Nordic skiers may be looking to do other
activities in the day.

Nordic improves the quality of life for locals by providing a healthy, fitness-oriented
outdoor activity, and increasingly is a consideration in whether people will purchase
property and choose to live or winter here.

The climate at Sun Peaks is well suited for an early season offering, a product that is in
high demand and which Silver Star has successfully offered for many years with
significant financial benefit. In our opinion this has been, and continues to be, a missed
business opportunity for the Resort to fill beds in early November when the resort is
typically empty. Nordic skiers travel long distances to get on snow early: hundreds of
people flock to Canmore in early season to ski on 2 kms of crowded man-made or stored
snow.

Although our current network has excellent grooming and snow, the design, layout and
size of the network are historically problematical. It is challenging (and at times
hazardous) for beginners, and at the same time we do not conform to design standards
(homologation) required to host competitions above a local Loppet level. The new trail
development from the summer of 2024 is an important step towards addressing these
issues, but more is needed to reach our network’s full potential.

While change and improvement are needed to bring our Nordic network to the calibre a
resort of this size warrants, at the same time, what we do currently have is seriously
threatened by the current long term Master Plan. The footprint of much of the Planned
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new real estate development overlaps with our existing Nordic trail network. The two
do not have to be mutually exclusive: Nordic trails can be integrated into community
development plans and in fact will increase desirability and property values, as
proximity to trails is generally a selling feature for real estate. Nordic trails need to be
integrated into the long-term Master Plan, so they can be developed and placed
incrementally in their permanent location, which would simplify planning for the Resort,
and establish permanent routes for the skiers.

As planned real estate development becomes reality, increasing portions of the lower
Nordic network (the parts closer to the village) are being lost. In effect this pushes the
bulk of the network towards the McGillivray Lake Cabin area. This is good Nordic terrain,
but if ski access to that network cannot be obtained from the village, it will kill the sport
here. Increasing numbers of visitors do not come with vehicles, and car-free vacations
should be something the resort promotes. Not having good ski access to the network
from the village will exclude Nordic for many, reducing its profitability from visitor

usage, and discouraging Nordic skiers from making a long-term commitment to buy
property and live here.
With increasing land pressures, the concept of multi-use trails comes up. This is not a
successful model for Nordic Skiing facilities and is not adopted in most or all facilities
with a serious Nordic offering. Snowshoers and foot traffic create “divots” in the snow
surface which are unpleasant and potentially dangerous. Fat bikes create unpleasant
and potentially dangerous ruts and ridges on ski trails in all but ideal conditions.
Additionally, fat bikes cannot readily get out of the way of skate skiers because they
cannot get to the edge of the trail without digging up the classic track, which creates a
collision hazard. It is gratifying to see current progress towards establishing separation
of the Fat Bike, snowshoe and Nordic networks.
The recent creation of the year-round, full time “Recreational Trails and Nordic
Supervisor” position is an exciting development. Supervision of a Nordic network is not a
winter-only activity, and having a full-time employee supervising Nordic (along with the
other self-propelled sports) provides welcome support.
Almost all major ski resorts in North America groom their golf courses in winter for
Nordic. Sun Peaks has historically been resistant to this. Understandably, protection of
the turf is important, and we realize there are special considerations such as our high
altitude, soil quality and fungal growth, but cart paths are numerous, would not be
impacted by having been Nordic groomed in winter, and form an almost continuous line
from the covered bridge to the Burfield residential area. Grooming this cart path route
would have a quadruple benefit:
e We would then have direct access to the Nordic network from all areas of the
resort, which is currently not the case;



It would make the Nordic trails part of the non-motorized transportation network in
the village, and people could ski to the village for errands, entertainment, or food &
beverage;

It would expand the network without the need to clear ground for new trail; and

It would add badly needed green level ski trails which would have suitable gradients
for beginners, and be close to the village so that beginners, who typically don’t have
high fitness levels, could easily access the trails.

In summary, we have good Nordic facilities at Sun Peaks, with huge untapped potential which,
if developed, could:

increase profitability for the Resort,

enhance the local lifestyle for residents and visitors,

extend the length of our winter sports season (especially early season),

enhance real estate values,

make Sun Peaks more of an event and competition destination, and

make Sun Peaks a more attractive destination for people to buy property and live
both part and full time.

Let’s do our best to take advantage of this opportunity!



